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2009 Graduation Marks a Milestone!

On May 16, 2009, Dorothy Stang Popular Education Adult High
School held a graduation ceremony for the fifth class of students
and surpassed 100 graduates! Twenty-seven students fulfilled
their dream by earning a high school diploma. One of the foun-
ders of the school, Renny Golden, was the invited speaker. Two
members of the class, Isabell Rivera and Marco Garcia, spoke on
behalf of the graduates.

Isabell Rivera expressed gratitude for the opportunity to return to
school to earn a high school diploma. As one who speaks more
English than Spanish, she thanked the teachers for speaking in
both languages so every student could understand the lessons
and homework assignments. Ms. Rivera concluded, “Now our
class is ready to further their education.”

Marco Garcia told a wonderful story: During his second yearof F@F@l
high school, a teacher assigned him and a friend a research pro- | ‘
ject to be presented in class. Many years later, Mr. Garcia re- s
members the topic: “The origin and development of the labor
movement in Mexico.” The students needed to purchase a book
in order to complete the project. After many days, Mr. Garcia ad- Academic Deans, David Rutschman (left), Elena

mitted to his friend that he could not buy the book. The friend, f&gltilfrel;S)znajder (center) and graduate Miguel Cas-
1o (right

(Continued on Page 2)

iGraduacion del 2009 Sobrepasa 100 Graduados!

El 16 de Mayo del 2009, Dorothy Stang Adult High School celebro la graduacién de la quinta generacién de estu-
diantes y sobrepasamos los primeros 100 graduados. En esta generacién, veintisiete estudiantes alcanzaron la
meta de obtener su diploma de escuela secundaria. Una de las fundadoras de la escuela, Renny Golden fue invita-
da como oradora principal. Dos miembros de la quinta generacién, Isabell Rivera y Marco Garcia, hablaron en
nombre de todos los estudiantes de su clase.

Isabell Rivera expreso su agradecimiento por la oportunidad de regresar
a la escuela y obtener su diploma de secundaria. Como alguien que habla
mas Ingles que Espafiol, ella agradecié a los maestros por hablar ambos
idiomas para que todos los estudiantes entendieran las lecciones y tareas
asignadas. La sefiorita Rivera concluyo al decir “ahora nuestra clase esta
lista para continuar con su educacién.”

Marco Garcia conté una historia maravillosa: Durante su segundo afio de
secundaria (en México) una maestra le asigno a él y a un amigo un proyec-
to de investigacién que posteriormente deberia ser presentado en clase.
Aun, afios después el sefior Garcia recuerda el tema que le asignaron, “El
origen y desarrollo del movimiento obrero en México.” Los estudiantes
4 4 debian comprar un libro para hacer la investigacién. Después de varios
Elena Aguirre-Sznajder, Academic Dean, dias, el sefior Garcia le confesé a su amigo que no habia tenido la oportu-
(left) and Renny Golden, Founder, Key-  hidad de comprar el libro. El amigo ya habia comprado el libro, y le pre-
note Speaker (right)
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who had purchased a copy, asked which part of the research Mr. Garcia wanted to do. He said the early stages. His
friend took out his book, opened it to the end of a middle chapter and ripped it in half. He gave the first half to Mr.
Garcia and kept the second half. Both students did very well in the presentation. Mr. Garcia compared his friend’s
thoughtfulness in sharing his book with the generosity of the teachers,
board members, Notre Dame High School administrators and all who
make the Dorothy Stang program possible. The sharing of time, knowl-
edge, life experience, space and support, made this fifth class of gradu-
ates possible.

Renny Golden, the keynote speaker, said, "Dorothy Stang Adult High
School exists to give voice to those kept silent; to honor the wisdom of
those who belong to the other America. The other America is the place of
immigrants, dropouts, push-outs, the poor, the forgotten, those who lack
the ‘keys’ to be a part of the mainstream.” She told the graduates, “The
sparks you have made in this year of study illuminates the other America.
That other America believes in the wisdom of the people, not the ideas of
the powerful. However battered, confused, saddened the other America
becomes...however it stumbles or falters, its historical task has been to
teach us about justice and truth denied.”

Following the ceremony, the graduates hosted a lovely reception and din-
ner. Guests included their families and friends, faculty and board mem- #
bers. The graduation speech and pictures are displayed on the school Graduate Alicia Martinez (left) and Renny
website at www.dorothystangadulthighschool.org. Golden, Founder, Keynote Speaker (right)
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gunta al sefior Garcia cual parte de la investigaciéon preferia hacer. El
contesté que los inicios. El amigo sacé su libro, buscé mas o menos por la mitad donde terminaba un capitulo y lo
partié. Le dié la primera parte y le dijo al sefior Garcia que estudiara lo que contenia esa mitad y el haria lo mismo
con la otra mitad. Llego el dia, expusieron y todo sali6é bien. El sefior Garcia comparo el gesto de su amigo al com-
partir el libro con la generosidad de los maestros, miembros de la mesa directiva,
administradores de Notre Dame High School y el esfuerzo de todos aquellos que
hacen el programa de Dorothy Stang Adult High School posible. El sefior Garcia
agradecié el que los miembros de Dorothy Stang Adult High School compartieron
su tiempo, sus conocimientos, sus experiencias de vida, y su espacio para hacer
esta quinta generacién de graduados posible.

Renny Golden, la oradora principal dijo, “Dorothy Stang Adult High School existe
para darles voz a los que son oprimidos; para honrar la sabiduria de los que perte-
necen a la ofra América. La otra América es el lugar de los inmigrantes, los margi-
nados, los pobres, los olvidados, de los que no tienen las herramientas para perte-
necer a la sociedad convencional.” Renny les dijo a los graduados, “la chispa que
ustedes han encendido durante este aifio de estudio, ilumina la ofra América. Esa
otra América cree en la sabiduria de la gente y no en las ideas de los poderosos.
No importa que tan golpeada, confundida, y entristecida se encuentre la otra Amé-
rica...no importa que tanto tropiece o vacile, desde siempre su tarea ha sido ense-
fiarnos sobre la justicia y verdad negada.”

Al terminar la ceremonia, los graduados tuvieron una recepcién muy linda. Entre
los invitados se encontraban familiares y amigos, maestros y miembros de la mesa
directiva. El discurso de la graduacioén y las fotos del evento se encuentran en nues-
tra pagina web en www.dorothystangadulthighschool.org.

Graduate Anna Marie Torrez
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Spotlight on a Volunteer Teacher: Robin Semer

How long have you been a volunteer teacher with Dorothy
Stang HS and what motivated you to become involved?

I have been involved with the school from the start — about 5 years, be-
fore it was called Dorothy Stang Popular Education Adult High School. I
clearly remember Renny Golden’s phone call telling me about the
school and asking me to teach the science class. I had a long history
with Renny [co-founder] and knew that if she was the motivating force, it
was going to be a worthy effort. Although I believed then that teaching
would be a challenge, I decided to give it a shot and attended the initial
meeting with Renny, David [co-founder], and Elena [co-founder] who
brought together a great group of people to shape this unique program.

Robin Semer, volunteer teacher

What is the most exciting part of the school year or about teaching?

I like everything about the program from the first day when I meet the students for the first time and learn how each
of them views science until graduation because the students are all so happy and proud of their accomplishments.
Initially, many students say that they don’t like or don’t think much about science so I enjoy watching how that
changes for at least some of the students as the year progresses.

What memorable experiences do you have about the students?

There are so many memorable experiences that it is difficult for me to pinpoint one specific moment. It is always
interesting to observe the dynamics between students from various cultural backgrounds and diverse interests.

How has volunteering at DSHS impacted you?

I have been fortunate in my life to have had the opportunity to do
many things. But nothing that I have done has brought me such a
direct feeling that another human being’s life is being positively
impacted.

It is not simple for me to prepare for class and I have struggled
with what to do to make science class valuable to the students. I
strive to balance providing information with critical thinking
skills, as well as to promote class participation and learning
through doing. I want to give the students experience with the
scientific method, so that they can use it in their lives to answer
difficult questions and to solve problems. I hope that studying
science can help students differentiate between scientific the-
ory, which can be tested, and belief, which is based on faith.

Robin Semer (left), Melania Franco, graduate & board
member (center), Rosie Cruz, volunteer teacher (right)
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